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From the Desk:

Members of the 1st US:
The siege of Port Hudson is successfully concluded and
we have met many new friends at Fort Scott! Both events
were marked by small numbers, long drives, picture
perfect weather, outstanding firewood, and excellent food.
My only disappointment was that so few of us were able
to go.
A small but spirited combined company from the 1st, 13th,
and 77th PA took the field at Port Hudson. During the
Saturday tactical we were held in reserve until the crucial
moment when we were able to use the street fighting drill
to overwhelm the enemy’s right flank and secure their
surrender. We preformed detached duty in clearing the
woods adjacent to the battlefield in the spectator battles on
Saturday and Sunday prior to joining the main action.
Although Confederate shenanigans effectively spoiled the
afternoon Saturday, Sunday came off as planned and we
took the works. Clever deployment of Ketchum grenades
by two companies of the 9th Texas disguised as the 165th
NYSVI Zouaves helped to secure our victory.
Another combined company, this time with the 1st, 13th,
77th PA, and 24th MO augmenting the main body of the 2nd
Colorado, took to the drill field at Fort Scott to represent
the Frontier Brigade. Our prior long experience with
Battalion drill paid off handsomely and the precision of
our volleys during the firing demonstration was most
impressive. We met our new pards from Holmes’ Brigade
and the Muddy River Battalion and the FB won a friendly
game of Rounders on Saturday afternoon in which
virtually no one was killed or maimed. Captain Kinzer
took us through bayonet drill on Sunday to round out the
weekend. I am very excited at the possibility of having a
major Federal turnout at Prairie Grove this December with
our new comrades.
Thus concludes the long-haul travel until the fall. I expect
attendance to pick up as we rally closer to home,
beginning with the Texas Frontier Fort Days at the Fort
Worth Stockyards May 7th and 8th. Please stay tuned for

special announcements of other opportunities to get out
and play during May and June.
I remain YMOS,
Capt. B. Thomas, USA

1st U.S. Calendar
2010
May
8th Texas Forts Muster, Fort Worth Stockyards
June
TBD, Drill
August
1st US Social (TBD)
September
25th and 26th Cabin Creek Indian Territory
October
Drill TBD

November
13th – 14th Twin Rivers Campaign, Memphis TN

December
4th – 5th Prairie Grove Arkansas
Note: Bold are scheduled maximum effort events.
Italicized dates are available events or recruiting
activities.**See website for full event calendar**

Ketchum Grenade
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

refitted through means of depressing by the striking of
something hard and solid to drive it back. This proved to
be difficult, especially in the fray of battle. The wood
tailpiece was removed to place the powder charge inside
the shell, and then set firmly back in to hold the powder
within. Trajectory had to be an arc in order for the plunger
to detonate the piece. A small pressure spring attached to
the side of the plunger stem held the plunger in place
during flight. The grenade was stabilized by four thin
cardboard fins set into a wood tailpiece protruding from
the rear of the projectile.

A 1-lb. Ketchum Hand Grenade (without fins)

In action

The Ketchum Hand Grenade was a grenade used in the
American Civil War. It was patented on August 20, 1861
by William F. Ketchum, and was partially adopted in the
Union Army. They were used in such battles such as
Vicksburg and Petersburg (both major sieges in the war).

Overview
The grenades have the appearance of a cast-iron ball, or a
skinny dart, having fins of cardboard to stabilize the flight.
They assured landing on the nose, which was backed by a
percussion cap that set off the main powder charge in the
body. The grenades were largely inefficient because they
had to land on their nose to detonate. In one incident
Confederates caught them in blankets and hurled them
back at the attackers.
Ketchums came primarily in 1, 3 and 5 lb. varieties. The
most recognized Confederate copy is the Raines Grenade.
It was even less effective In most cases, the body was the
same, but a long cloth streamer was substituted for the
fins, and the plunger was a contact explosive.

Construction

The grenade was a three-piece weapon, consisting of the
plunger (or nostril), casing (body or orange shell,
containing main charge), and tailpiece. The slightly
convex metal plunger was removed to set the percussion
cap on the nipple within the casing; the plunger was

"When William Ketchum demonstrated his new invention
of a grenade that could be thrown like a dart, he hit the
bulls eye observers were very impressed with its explosive
power. However, Union troops who used the Ketchum
grenade in great numbers in their attacks at Port Hudson
found its limitations. Lt. Howard C. Wright, described the
scene from the Confederate side of the assault:

'The enemy had come this time prepared with hand
grenades to throw into our works from the outside.
When these novel missiles commenced falling
among the Arkansas troops they did not know what
to make of them, and the first few which they caught
not having burst, they threw them back upon the
enemy in the ditch. This time many of them exploded
and their character was at once revealed to our men.
Always equal to any emergency, they quickly
devised a scheme . . . Spreading blankets behind the
parapet, the grenades fell harmlessly into them,
whereupon our boys would pick them up and hurling
them with much greater force down the moat they
would almost invariably explode.'
Dickey and George, who quote this account in their work
Field Artillery Projectiles of the American Civil War
(1980, p. 459), also note that although over 100 Ketchum
grenades, both 3 and 5-pounders, were recovered at Port
Hudson, not one grenade fragment was found.”

LOCAL EVENT!!!!!!! LOCAL EVENT!!!!!!
Frontier Forts Day (formally Texas Forts
Muster)
th
Friday, May 7 and Saturday, May 8th, 2010
Members of the 1st,
This is a reminder that we will be making our
yearly trip to the Fort Worth Stockyards on May 7th and
8th. Last year this event was spoiled by the “Swine Flu”
scare.
This year is a bit more special than normal, as it will be
10th Anniversary of this event. If I recall correctly we have
attended 8 of the 10 years. This event gives us the
opportunity to speak with the public and yes, tell people
that “there really were federal troop in Texas.”
Second, this is a good event to recruit and lord knows we
can use every man.
In addition our host has been kind enough to provide lunch
like in the past.
Friday, May 7th is a School Day. This day is an informal
day for the 1st, but if you have interest in helping on this
day let me know, so my contact can plan accordingly. The
School Day event runs from 9am – 3pm.
Saturday, May 8th the Forts Day is open to the public from
9am – 5:00pm. We are scheduled to march in a parade
down Exchange Ave. (once in the morning and once in the
afternoon) and there is a possibility of firing
demonstration, but this is TBD at this time.
This is a great LOCAL event for everyone to get together
and enjoy each other’s company while helping recruit and
teach the public. I can speak for the Board, “I hope to see
some faces we have not seen in a while.”
Since the 1st US built most of the Forts in West Texas I
think it is only appropriate to dress like the 1st; if you have
them, please wear your frock, hardee and dark blue
trousers. I think Mexican War impression would be
acceptable as well. In addition make sure brass is polished
and leathers are blackened.
If you plan on attending this event please let me know and
what times you may be attending.
I plan on arriving around 8am to set my tent and to meet
those arriving in the morning.
I look forward to so seeing you all in May.
YMOS,
Beck Martin
2nd Sgt. 1st US (recreated)
beck.heather@sbcglobal.net

***Year Membership Dues***
Yes, it is that time again for everyone to pay their
yearly membership fee. The annual $25.00 cost
is applicable to individuals/families and is now
due. Please make your check payable to NTRS,
st
not the 1 US.
Make check payable to NTRS and mail to:
Don Gates
1205 Balboa Circle, Plano, Texas 75075

Mark Your Calendars for the 2011
National Event.
Wilson's Creek August 12, 13, 14,
2011
More to follow as event information
becomes available.

Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth Texas
Camp #18 SUVCW
By Don Gate
The charter of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil
War (SUVCW) requires that each chapter promote and
support efforts to honor veterans, especially Civil War
veterans, on memorial day each year. Camp #18 has in the
past worked with the organizing committee at Pecan
Grove on Memorial Day services and thru the efforts of
our graves registration officer, Bryan Powers, identified
the graves of previously unknown union veterans buried
there. The 1st US INF has also participated in the past in
services at Pecan Grove. Camp #18 invites the 1st US INF
to join with members of camp #18 in participating in the
services on Memorial Day, Monday May In all likelihood
it will include a short parade and rifle salute.
If you are would like to attend and participate in the
Memorial Service on May 31st; please contact Don Gates
for details. d_gates@verizon.net

Below you will find direction to the Fort Worth
Stockyards. We will be setting up on the lawn in
front of the Exchange Building. Again the event
opens to the public at 9am. There is free parking is
available at the end of Exchange Ave on the left
side of the street; just before you head up the hill
to the old Spaghetti Warehouse, formally the
Swift/Armour offices.
From Downtown Fort Worth
Directions from Downtown Fort Worth: Follow
Main Street north to the Tarrant County Courthouse. At
the courthouse, turn right at the light (Weatherford Street).
Go to the next light (Commerce Street) and turn left. Go
through next light crossing over Belknap and veer to the
right. You will be on Main Street, going north. Follow Main
Street to the Stockyards, main intersection is Main and
Exchange Ave.
From DFW Airport
Directions from DFW Airport: Take the South Exit out
of the airport. Take 183 West to Loop 820 West, to
Interstate 35W South. Take 35W South to Exit 54A, which
is NE 28th Street (Stockyards Exit). Go 7 stoplights to N.
Main Street and turn Left. Travel 3 lights to Exchange Ave.
From Dallas
Directions From Downtown Dallas: Take I30 West to
Fort Worth, then Interstate 35W North to exit 54B: NE
28th Street (Stockyards Exit). Travel 7 stoplights to N.
Main Street and turn left. Travel 3 lights to Exchange Ave.
Directions from North Dallas: Go west on Loop 635 to
Interstate 35E South and stay in your right hand lane. This
will turn into Loop 12. Follow Loop 12 to 183 West. Follow
183 West to Loop 820 West, to I35W South. Take
Interstate 35W South to Exit 54A, which is NE 28th Street
(Stockyards Exit). Go 7 stoplights to N. Main Street and
turn Left. Travel 3 lights to Exchange Ave.
From the Arlington, Hurst, Euless, Bedford, Irving
Areas
Directions from South Arlington Area: Follow I20
West to Loop 820 North, to 287 North, to Interstate 35W
North. Take Exit 54B: NE 28th Street (Stockyards Exit).
Travel 7 lights to N. Main Street and turn left. Travel 3
lights to Exchange Ave.

Brief History of the “Fort” in Fort Worth

The Fort
In January 1849 Worth proposed a line of ten forts to
mark the Western Texas frontier from Eagle Pass to
the confluence of the West Fork and Clear Fork of
the Trinity River. One month later Worth died from
cholera. Worth was a well respected and decorated
U.S. Army General at the time of his death and a
hero of three wars. Fort Worth, Texas; Lake Worth,
Texas; Lake Worth, Florida; and Worth County,
Georgia are named in his honor.
Upon Worth's death, General William S. Harney
assumed command of the Department of Texas and
ordered Major Ripley A. Arnold to find a new fort
site near the West Fork and Clear Fork. On June 6,
1849, Arnold established a camp on the bank of the
Trinity River and named the post Camp Worth in
honor of General Worth.
In August 1849 Arnold moved the camp to the
North-facing bluff which overlooked the mouth of
the Clear Fork of the Trinity River. The U.S. War
Department officially named the post Fort Worth on
November 14, 1849.
Although Native American attacks were still a threat
in the area, pioneers were already settling near the
fort. E. S. Terrell (1812–1905) claimed to be the first
resident of Fort Worth.[12] The fort was flooded the
first year and moved to the top of the bluff where the
courthouse sits today. The fort was abandoned in
1853. No trace of the original fort remains.

Here a few pictures from the Fort Scott
event in April.

Parade Grounds at Fort Scott, Kansas

Company Street

Fire!!!!
Relaxing after a hard day of soldiering.

Capt Private and Private McLeash

Chicken Pot Pie a'la McFuddy

Hishonor McFuddy the High
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